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Spartanburg County Sheriff’s Office 
General Order 510.1 

Operation of Police Vehicles 
  

I. Routine Vehicle Operation 
 

A. Under normal, non-emergency situations and when responding to routine calls 
for service, operators of Spartanburg County Sheriff’s Office vehicles will adhere 
to all traffic laws and will drive in a safe and courteous manner. 

 
B. Only authorized persons shall be permitted to operate Sheriff’s Office vehicles. 

 
1. Authorized persons are defined as sworn personnel, reserve officers, 

mechanics for the purpose of diagnosing repairs, and other 
Spartanburg County employees as authorized by the Sheriff. 

 
2. All operators must possess a valid South Carolina driver’s license and 

must immediately notify their supervisor at any time of their driving 
status changes. 

 
C. Seat belts and shoulder harnesses shall be used by both the driver and all 

passengers whenever police vehicles are in motion. 
 

D. Vehicles, whether marked or unmarked, shall be used for only official business or 
for commuting to and from work unless otherwise authorized by the Sheriff. 

 
E. Police vehicle operators will ensure that the police radio is on at all times while 

the vehicle is in operation.  It is the responsibility of all officers to monitor the 
radio and respond when called. 

 
F. All Sheriff’s Office personnel are responsible for the security of vehicles in their 

immediate control and use.  Vehicles will be locked and keys removed when 
operators exit and leave the vehicle.  Exceptions would include deputies 
conducting traffic stops, vehicle checkpoints, surveillance, or other enforcement 
actions in which the vehicle operator remains in the immediate vicinity of the 
vehicle.  

 
II. Applicable Laws 

 
The South Carolina Code of Laws, Section 56-5-30, provides municipal corporations 
with the authority to enforce local and state laws on all roads and highways within 
the municipality relating to the use and operation of vehicles on highways. 
 
A. The South Carolina Code of Laws, Section 56-5-170, emergency vehicle defined. 

 
B. South Carolina Code of Laws, Section 56-5-760 (2), (B) emergency vehicles must 

slow down at red lights as may be necessary for safe operation. 
 

C. South Carolina Code of Laws, Section 56-5-760 (3), (B) emergency vehicles may 

http://www.myscgov.com/SCSGPortal/static/home_tem4.html
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exceed the speed limit. 
 

D. South Carolina Code of Laws, Section 56-5-3260, right-of-way emergency 
vehicles. 

 
E. South Carolina Code of Laws, Section 56-5-3260 (a), pedestrians yield right-of-

way to emergency vehicles. 
 

F. South Carolina Code of Laws, Section 56-5-4700, audible signal devices and 
signal lamps for emergency. 

 
South Carolina law and Spartanburg County Sheriff’s Office policy place the following 
two requirements on the operator of an emergency vehicle: 

 
1. The operator must drive with due regard for the safety of all persons 

using the streets and highways. 
 

2. An emergency vehicle only gains the right-of-way when using both 
emergency lights and siren. 

 
III. Emergency Vehicle Operation 

 
A. Officers dispatched to incidents requiring a normal response shall immediately 

respond to the scene while obeying all traffic laws.  If however, in the officer’s 
opinion,  circumstances known to the officer dictate an emergency response, he 
or she is authorized to respond in emergency mode (Priority1) upon notifying the 
Shift Supervisor. 

 
B. The Patrol Supervisor is the final authority on the response code. 

 
C. Sheriff’s Office vehicles may engage in emergency operations when responding to 

an existing emergency or when in pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the 
law as quoted in the Sheriff’s Office Pursuit Policy. 

 
1. An emergency is deemed to exist when a request for assistance is 

characterized by a need for an immediate response to alleviate an 
impending threat to the safety of persons. 

 
2. The provisions of this section do not relieve the operator of an 

emergency vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety 
of all persons and property upon the highway. 

 
D. An operator involved in an emergency response shall utilize both the emergency 

lights and siren to warn vehicle and pedestrian traffic along the emergency route. 
 However, pursuant to Section 56-5-760, Section C, a police vehicle need not use 
an audible signal nor display a visual signal when the vehicle is being used to;  

  
1. Obtain evidence of a speeding violation; 
 

http://www.scstatehouse.net/code/t56c005.htm
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2. Respond to a suspected crime in progress when use of an audible or 
visual signal, or both, could reasonably result in the destruction of 
evidence or escape of a suspect; or  

 
3. Surveil another vehicle or its occupants who are suspected of 

involvement in a crime. 
   
 Note:  It is important to understand that officers must exercise sound 

judgment when applying this discretion. 
  
E. A police vehicle in emergency operation may: 

 
1. Exceed the posted speed limit as long as life and property are not 

endangered.  Speed shall be governed by road and weather conditions, 
vehicle and pedestrian traffic, and the exercise of good judgment. 

 
2. Proceed through a red light or STOP sign, but only after slowing as 

necessary for safe operation (SC Code of Laws Section 56-5-760).  In 
no event shall a controlled intersection be entered against the flow of 
traffic at a speed greater than would allow an operator moving with the 
flow of traffic to see and/or hear the emergency vehicle and safely come 
to a stop or yield right-of-way. 

 
3. Disregard regulations governing direction of movement or turning in 

specific directions as long as life or property are not endangered. 
 

IV. Vehicular Pursuits 
 

A. It is the policy of the Spartanburg County Sheriff’s Office to protect lives while 
enforcing law.  In addition, it is the responsibility of the Sheriff’s Office to guide 
its officers in the safe and reasonable performance of their duties.  To accomplish 
these goals, the following policy is provided to control and regulate the manner in 
which emergency vehicles operations are undertaken and performed.  When 
engaged emergency vehicle operations, in the performance of official duties, 
drivers of authorized emergency vehicles are granted exemptions by statute from 
certain traffic laws.  These exemptions are provided to help protect lives, not to 
place them at undue risk.   

 
B. Pursuit: A multi-staged process by which a law enforcement officer initiates a 

vehicle stop and a driver resists the signal or order to stop, increases speed, takes 
evasive actions, and/ or refuses to stop the vehicle.  Once the driver refuses to 
obey the law enforcement officer’s signal or order, this pursuit policy will 
determine the officer’s and the agency’s actions. 

 
1. The initial decision to engage in a pursuit shall rest primarily with the 

officer who initiated the traffic stop after considering the elements of this 
policy. 

2. These elements shall include, but are not limited to, the crime for which 
the suspect is wanted (the need to immediately apprehend), evidence 

http://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t56c005.php
http://www.scstatehouse.net/code/t56c005.htm
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which may be carried within the vehicle necessary to prosecute the case 
(guns, money from a bank robbery, mask, drugs, etc.) and the risk to the 
community created by the pursuit (traffic conditions, area of pursuit, 
environmental factors, and weather conditions). 

3. Officers who initiate a pursuit are expected to continually evaluate the 
pursuit itself and the risk factors versus the seriousness of the offense 
according to the following guideline matrix and standards stated in 
paragraph C below. 

4.  A pursuit will not be initiated against a motorcycle unless the operator is 
wanted for a violent felony.  In addition, if there is a passenger on board, 
the pursuit will be terminated unless the passenger is known to be 
involved in the criminal activity, or it is determined by a supervisor that 
immediate apprehension is necessary. 

5. If the violator is known, a pursuit should not be undertaken unless there 
is a need for immediate apprehension. 

6. If hostages are involved, or the pursuit would be conducted in heavy 
traffic, following at a safe distance and a reasonable speed is an more 
intelligent action than to pursue. 

7. Standards applied to the evaluation of a pursuit, as well as to the decision 
to continue the pursuit, shall included: 
 
a).  Is the need to immediately apprehend the suspect more 
important than the risk created by the pursuit? 
b).  Do the dangers created by the pursuit exceed the dangers 
posed by allowing the perpetrator to escape? 

 
                                     8.  A field supervisor will determine, based upon the pursuit matrix, whether to 
allow the pursuit to proceed. 

 
  

C. Risk Factors Defined: 
 

 Low: Light traffic, clear weather, dry roads, speeds less than 30 MPH 
over the posted speed limit.  The violator’s actions are such that the 
likelihood of injury to the violator, pursuing officer and the public is 
minimal.  

 Medium: Medium traffic, clear weather, dry roads, reduced illumination 
and speeds 30-50 MPH over the posted speed limit.  The violator’s 
actions are reckless and the likelihood of injury to the violator, the 
pursing officer and the public is greatly increased. 

 High: Heavy traffic, low visibility, residential or school are, frequent 
intersections, curves, hills, pedestrian traffic, narrow roads , and speeds 
in excess of 50 MPH above the posted speed limit.  The violator’s actions 
are dangerous and the likelihood of injury to the violator, the pursuing 
officer and the public is greatly increased and possible. 

 
 A combination of factors may raise the risk level. 
 The officer must be able to articulate risk factors during 

the pursuit and in post-pursuit reporting. 
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D. Pursuit Risk Matrix: 
 

 
 

 
E. Initiating/Primary Unit Responsibilities: 

 
1. The responsibility for the decision to initiate pursuits rests with the 

individual officer.  The officer initiating a pursuit shall, in all cases, 
notify the dispatcher as soon as reasonably possible that a pursuit is 
under way and provide the following information: 

 
a. Sheriff’s Office Unit identification. 
 
b. Location and direction of travel. 
 
c. Vehicle description, including tag number, if known. 
 
d. Specific reason for the pursuit, including known laws violated. 

 
2. Failure to provide the above information may be cause for the 

supervisor to order termination of the pursuit. 
 
3. The initiating or primary unit bears operational responsibility for the 

pursuit unless relieved by a supervisor. 
 

4. The primary unit may maintain pursuit, as long as it is safe to do so, 
until directed to terminate the pursuit by a supervisor, the suspect is 
stopped, or until the pursuit reaches the Spartanburg County line.  No 
Spartanburg County Sheriff’s Unit will pursue a vehicle outside of this 
jurisdiction without express permission from the Shift Commander.  
This prohibition applies to all pursuits, including those involving the 
most serious felonies. 

 
5. The decision to abandon pursuit may be the most intelligent course of 

action.  Officers must continually question whether the 
seriousness of the crime justifies continuing the pursuit.  A 
pursuit shall terminate when the pursuing officer (s) turn off the 
emergency equipment, resume routine vehicle operations and informs 
dispatch that s/he is no longer in pursuit; when the vehicle being 
pursued stops; or when the pursuit is terminated by a supervisor.  A 
pursuit shall be terminated under any one of the following 
circumstances: 
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a. If, in the opinion of the pursuing officer or supervisor, there is a 

clear and unreasonable danger to the officer or other users of the 
highway created by the pursuit that outweighs the necessity for 
immediate apprehension.    

 
b. The suspect’s identity has been established to the point that later 

apprehension can be accomplished and there is no longer any 
need for immediate apprehension. 

 
c. The prevailing traffic, roadway, and environmental conditions 

indicate the futility of continued pursuit. 
 
d. The pursued vehicle’s location is no longer known. 
 
e. The pursuing officer knows, or is reasonably certain, that the 

fleeing vehicle is operated by a juvenile and the offense 
constitutes a misdemeanor or a non-serious felony, and the safety 
factors involved are obviously greater than those with which the 
juvenile can cope. 

 
6. The termination of the pursuit does not prohibit the following of a 

vehicle within the County at a safe speed, or remaining in the area to 
reinitiate pursuit if the opportunity and the conditions permit. 

 
7. Police vehicles having prisoners, witnesses, civilian riders, 

complainants, or other non-sworn personnel aboard will not 
become involved in vehicle pursuit situations. 

 
F. Assisting Unit Responsibility 

 
1. Assistance will be coordinated by the Dispatcher under the direction of 

the Shift Supervisor.  The supervisor and primary unit will be advised of 
the identity and location of back-up units who can assist. 

 
2. The active pursuit will normally involve no more than three units.  If 

more assistance is specifically requested or needed, the amount will be 
determined by: 

 
a. Nature of the offense. 
 
b. Number of suspects. 
 
c. Whether the participating units have more than one officer. 
 
d. Other clear and articulated facts that would warrant the increased 

hazard. 
  

3. Only the supervisor may authorize more than three units to be in active 
pursuit.  All other units will remain aware of the direction and progress 
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of the pursuit, but shall not actively participate and shall not respond or 
parallel the pursuit on adjacent streets unless specifically authorized to 
do so. 

 
4. The assisting unit, upon joining the pursuit, shall immediately notify 

the dispatcher of its identity.  If the primary unit is a one-officer unit, 
the assisting unit will assume radio communications responsibility, 
allowing the primary unit to devote full attention to driving.  

 
5. The assisting unit will maintain a safe distance behind the primary unit, 

but close enough to render back-up and assistance if and when 
required. 

 
6. The third unit in a pursuit will serve a support role.  This unit, upon 

joining the pursuit, shall immediately notify dispatch of its identity and 
will be responsible for unit security in the event of a foot pursuit and all 
other functions necessary to allow the primary and back-up units to 
devote full attention to the suspects involved.   

 
7. Assisting units will, at all costs, avoid intersecting the path of an on-

coming high speed vehicle. 
 

8. If the primary unit becomes disabled, the assisting unit will become the 
primary unit.  The dispatcher will advise the supervisor and the other 
units that a new back-up unit is needed, and the next unit to join in the 
pursuit will become the back-up unit. 

 
G. Communications Division Responsibilities 

 
1. Receive and record all incoming information on the pursuit and the 

pursued vehicle and suspects and alert adjacent jurisdictions. 
 

2. Immediately notify the patrol supervisor when a pursuit is initiated. 
 

3. Clear the radio channel of any non-emergency traffic and advise all 
other units that a pursuit is in progress and provide all relevant 
information. 

 
4. Perform relevant record and motor vehicle checks. 

 
5. Coordinate all radio communication during the pursuit. 

 
6. Coordinate assistance under the direction of the pursuing officer or the 

supervisor. 
 

7. Continue to monitor the pursuit until it is terminated. 
 

H. Supervisory Responsibilities 
 

1. The supervisor has the responsibility to direct the following: 

http://65.81.92.249/
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a. The pursuit. 
 
b. Authorize use of pursuit tactics. 
 
c. Supervise police response until the pursuit is terminated. 
 
d. Ensure completion of necessary reports to document the incident 

or pursuit. 
 

2. In the absence of adequate information from the primary or back-up 
unit, or if the supervisor determines that the risk of further pursuit 
outweighs the benefit of continuing, the supervisor must order the 
termination of the pursuit. 

 
3. As with any tactical field problem, it is not necessary that the supervisor 

be physically present in order to begin coordination and assert control 
over the pursuit. 

 
4. The supervisor should proceed to the termination point to provide 

guidance and necessary supervision, if appropriate. 
 

5. Should a supervisor initiate a pursuit, he or she should relinquish the 
pursuit to another officer as soon as possible and assume a supervisory 
role. 

  
I. Air Support: if the Sheriff’s Office helicopter (Air 1) is able to join a pursuit, the 

helicopter may assist ground units with clearing intersections and update on 
traffic conditions.  Should the pursuit be terminated for ground units, the 
helicopter may maintain visual contact with the violator and direct ground units 
to the violator’s location under safer operating conditions. 

          
J. Vehicle Pursuit Tactics and Prohibited Conduct 

 
1. Offensive Tactics.  In the course of the pursuit, deliberate contact 

between vehicles or forcing the pursued vehicle into parked cars, 
ditches, or any other obstacle; boxing in, heading off, ramming or 
driving alongside of the pursued vehicle while it is in motion shall be 
prohibited unless such actions are specifically authorized by the 
supervisor.  Such actions may be approved only when the use of deadly 
force would be authorized.  Reckless or hazardous driving maneuvers 
shall not be duplicated by any pursuing vehicle. 

 
2. Caravanning.  There shall be no caravanning by field units not 

directly involved in the immediate pursuit. 
 

3. Passing.  There shall be no attempt by officers to pass other field units 
involved in the pursuit unless the passing officer receives specific 
permission from the primary unit or the supervisor. 
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4. Spacing.  All units in pursuit shall space themselves at a distance that 
will ensure proper braking and reaction time in the event the lead 
vehicle stops, slows, or turns. 

 
 

 
5. Unmarked Police Vehicles.  Officers operating unmarked vehicles 

equipped with emergency lights and sirens may engage in pursuits.  
Deputies operating unmarked vehicles in a pursuit must remain aware 
that these vehicles may not be as easily recognized by the general 
public.  Therefore, extra caution must be taken by the operator 
especially when overtaking civilian vehicles and when clearing 
intersections to ensure the right-of-way has been relinquished to the 
unmarked vehicle.    

 
6. Roadblocks.  Stationary roadblocks are considered a use of force 

equivalent to deadly force and are only justified under conditions in 
which deadly force would be justified.  The use of a roadblock must be 
directly associated with the seriousness of the crime for which the 
suspect is wanted.  

 
 Roadblocks are permitted only as a last resort under exigent 

circumstances, and will only be attempted by persons trained do 
so. 

 
 The use of roadblocks must be authorized by a supervisor.   
 

 Supervisors must consider strategic factors in order to minimize 

inherent risks of the roadblock and reduce the probability of 

evasive action by the suspect: 

 

 Presence of other motorists on the roadway; 

 

 Number of traffic lanes; 

 

 Weather and visibility to oncoming motorists; 

 

 Stopping distances; 

 

 Reaction and braking time; 

 

 Terrain of the area; 

 

 The material used to block the roadway; 

 

 The type and sizes of the vehicles involved. 
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 The roadblock must be clearly visible and provide adequate 
warning to allow vehicles to come to a safe stop. 

 

 Lights and sirens should be used by the blocking officers when 

possible in order to warn approaching vehicles.  
 
  An unoccupied police vehicle with emergency lights operating 

will be used. 
 

  In no event will privately-owned or other non-police vehicles be 
used to establish a roadblock. 

 
 Road blocks are permitted only as a last resort under exigent 

circumstances, and will only be attempted by persons trained do 
so. 

 
 In each case of the use of a roadblock, an incident report and use 

of force report will be completed and forwarded to the Chief 
Deputy for review. 

 
 A roadblock is NOT a checkpoint.   For information pertaining 

to traffic checkpoints, refer to General Order 760.1.   
 

7. Traffic Control Devices.  Extreme caution shall be used whenever 
officers disregard traffic signs or signals, even though statutes 
specifically permit such conduct.  Officers shall make use of all available 
warning devices to alert motorists and pedestrians. 

 
8. Deadly Force. 

 
a. Sheriff’s Office policy on the use of deadly force shall be strictly 

followed. 
 

b. Officers shall not discharge a firearm at or from a moving vehicle 
except as the ultimate measure of self-defense or the defense of 
another when the suspect is using deadly force by any means.  
The decision to use firearms on or from a moving vehicle shall 
take into account the location, vehicular and pedestrian traffic, 
and hazard potential to innocent persons. 

 
c. There may be situations where a higher degree of risk inherent in 

the pursuit is necessary to apprehend the suspect.  Such situations 
would involve a serious felony crime(s) against persons where the 
use of deadly force is justified in the apprehension, and the escape 
of the suspect would create a clear and imminent danger to the 
general public.  In these situations, when authorized by a 
Supervisory/Command-level officer, extraordinary means may be 
used to bring the pursuit to a conclusion as quickly as possible. 

 

../../client/redirect.asp?DocID=Order%20760.1
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d. It is recognized that exigent circumstances may exist which 
require an officer to act independently in terminating the pursuit 
through the use of potentially deadly force without supervisory 
approval.  In such cases, the officer shall be expected to articulate 
his or her justifications for any actions taken to the appropriate 
authority.  These actions will be justified in the most 
extreme circumstances only and not as a matter of 
routine.   

 
K. Use of Tire Deflation Devices 
  

1. The use of a tire deflation device is considered a use of force equivalent to 
less than lethal force and is only justified under conditions in which less 
than lethal force would be justified.  The use of tire deflation devices 
must be directly associated with the seriousness of the crime for which 
the suspect is wanted. 

 
2. The type of tire deflation device used by deputies must be authorized by 

the Sheriff’s Office.  Currently, the devices called Stop Sticks and 
manufactured by Stop Sticks, LTD and MagnumSpike manufactured by 
Phoenix International, LTD are authorized.  These devices are in the 
care, custody and control of the Sheriff’s Office Traffic Units and 
Uniformed patrol Division Supervisors who are responsible for their 
deployment and upkeep 

 
3. Such devices may be deployed by Sheriff’s Deputies only after the 

completion of department-approved instruction on the method of 
deploying the tire deflation devices.   

 
 The use of a tire deflation device must be approved by a 

supervisor.  When considering the use of a tire deflation device 

the supervisor must consider strategic factors in order to 

minimize inherent risks and reduce the probability of evasive 

action by the suspect: 

 

 Presence of other motorists on the roadway; 

 

 Number of traffic lanes; 

 

 Weather and visibility to oncoming motorists; 

 

 Stopping distances; 

 

 Reaction and braking time; 

 

 Terrain of the area; 

 

http://www.stopstick.com/
http://www.magnumspike.com/
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 The material used to block the roadway; 

 

 The type and sizes of the vehicles involved. 

 
4. When approved by a supervisor, trained, sworn personnel may deploy 

tire deflation devices as follows: 
 

 Pursuits involving Sheriff’s Office personnel and in conformance 
with this general order. 

 
 Pursuits occurring within the County of Spartanburg involving 

other law enforcement agencies when assistance has been 
requested by that agency. 

 
 Pursuits involving neighboring jurisdictions that are likely to 

enter Spartanburg County when the pursuing agency has 
requested assistance. 

 
 When necessary for the safety of the public. 

 
5. When deploying tire deflation devices, officers will not block the roadway 

with a vehicle.  Additionally, all personnel will remain at a safe distance 
from the roadway during deployment. 

 
6. Sheriff’s Office personnel will notify dispatch of the location of the tire 

deflation device.  Dispatch will notify other agencies involved in the 
pursuit. 

 
7. Tire deflation devices will only be used on vehicles with four (4) or more 

tires in accordance with accepted training standards. 
 
8. Sheriff’s Office personnel will use extreme caution when deploying or 

removing tire deflation devices form the roadway. 
 
9. The location and time of the tire deflation device’s deployment will be 

noted in the incident report at the end of the pursuit. 
 
10. Officer and citizen safety will be the prime consideration when deploying 

a tire deflation device.  If attempts to deploy the tire deflation device 
compromise safety, it will not be used. 

 
11.  In each case of the use of a stop stick, an incident report and use of force 

report will be completed and forwarded to the Chief Deputy for review. 
 

L. Inter-Jurisdictional Pursuits 
 

1. The Dispatcher, with the approval of the Patrol Supervisor, will notify 
outside agencies to request assistance if the Sheriff’s Office is in pursuit 
into their jurisdiction. 
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2. Officers shall not become involved in outside agency pursuits into the 

county unless specifically authorized by the patrol supervisor or it is 
clearly demonstrated that a unit from an outside agency is unable to 
request assistance or the emergency nature of the situation dictates the 
need for assistance.  In these instances, all Sheriff’s Office pursuit 
policies are in effect. 

 
3. If a pursuit involving a Spartanburg County Sheriff’s Office unit as the 

assisting unit leaves the County, the Sheriff’s Office unit may continue 
until such time that an officer having jurisdiction can assume the 
assisting officer’s role, if specifically authorized by the Shift 
Supervisor.  The Sheriff’s Office unit will then return to the County. 

 
M. Overtaking/Pursuit of Violators 

 
1. The responsibility for the decision to overtake a violator rests with the 

individual officer.  In arriving at this decision, he must carefully 
consider all factors involved including the seriousness of the offense, 
the possible consequences, and most important, the safety of the 
general public.  In order to diminish the likelihood of a pursuit, when 
practical, officers should be within close proximity to the vehicle prior 
to activating the emergency lights and siren.  Note: see Section 56-5-
760 (C).   

 
2. During the course of enforcement activities, specific incidents may 

escalate from routine overtaking situations if the suspect attempts to 
evade apprehension.  If this occurs, pursuit policies and procedures 
apply. 

 
N. Pursuit Reporting 

 
1. All police pursuits in which Spartanburg County Sheriff’s Officers are 

involved shall be reported in writing.  An incident report and pursuit 
statement will be completed by the primary officer prior to securing 
from his or her shift.  Assisting officers will complete a supplemental 
report to the initial report detailing their actions and involvement.  All 
reports involving vehicle pursuits shall be reviewed by the supervisor 
involved for compliance with Sheriff’s Office policy and forwarded 
through the chain of command to the Sheriff.  In the event the involved 
officer(s) is/are unable to complete the report, the immediate 
supervisor shall complete the report on the officer’s behalf, noting same 
on the report. 

 
2. Annually, the Chief Deputy will conduct a detailed analysis of pursuit 

reports to determine the existence of trends, patterns or any other 
situation, which might incite the need for further training or a change, 
or modification of this policy. 

 

http://www.scstatehouse.net/code/t56c005.htm
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O. Accountability 
 

This procedure recognizes the need for pursuit under certain circumstances, 
but it also recognizes that high speed pursuits must be exercised with caution. 
 Great reliance is placed on the individual officer and Shift Supervisor in the 
application of their experience, common sense, and training.  All officers 
involved in pursuits will be held accountable for continuing a 
pursuit when circumstances call for the termination of a pursuit. 
 

P. Pursuit Training 
 

Every Class I law enforcement officer and any other law enforcement officer 
who drives a police vehicle in pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the 
law as defined in SCCJA Regulation R.38-022 (c) shall successfully complete 
a course of instruction approved by the SCCJA relating to the pursuit 
operation of a police emergency vehicle. 

 
V. Vehicle Maintenance and Inspections 

 
A. Maintenance Responsibility 

 
Officers or employees who utilize a police vehicle shall be responsible for the 
care and custody of the vehicle and for its immediate service ability.  Officers 
will inspect the vehicle at the beginning of their shift for damage, defects, 
maintenance problems, and to ensure it is properly equipped.  The vehicle 
will be searched for unauthorized items at the beginning of the shift and 
immediately following the departure of any non-police personnel who 
occupied the vehicle, whether in custody or not.  Vehicles that do not contain 
the required blood borne pathogen protective gear will not be used.  Any 
deficiencies will be called to the attention of the officer’s supervisor and 
documented on the appropriate form.  Any damage or malfunction will be 
noted on a work order and the vehicle will be taken to the maintenance shop. 

 
B. Required Equipment 

 
The following equipment should be available in the vehicle at all times: 

 
1. Emergency Response Guidebook. 
2. Rubber gloves. 
3. Alcohol hand scrub. 
4. First Aid kit. 
5. Flashlight. 
6. Fire extinguisher. 
7. Reflective vest. 
8. Blood borne Pathogen protective kit, containing: 

a. Coveralls. 
b. Mask. 
c. Disposable gloves. 
d. Biohazard bags. (small and large) 

http://www.sccja.org/
http://www.sccja.org/
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e. Sharps containers. 
9. Blanket. 

 
The equipment listed above shall be contained within the container provided 
for this purpose. 

 
C. Cleanliness 

 
Prior to securing the vehicle, the interior will be checked and all trash and 
personal items removed.  Unsightly vehicles will be washed prior to being 
placed into service. 

 
D. Towing/Pushing 

 
Police vehicles shall not be used for the purpose of towing or pushing another 
vehicle.  Neither shall police vehicles be pushed or towed except by an 
authorized tow service. 

 
E. Accidents Involving Police Vehicles 

 
Officers and employees involved in a motor vehicle accident while operating a 
police vehicle shall immediately notify their immediate supervisor who shall 
cause the appropriate police and supervisory investigation to be completed.  
Such reports shall be forwarded to the Sheriff for review. 

 
VI. Assigned Vehicles 

 
Officers of the Spartanburg County Sheriff’s Office who have been permanently 
assigned county vehicles are installed as members of the Sheriff’s Emergency 
Response Team (SERT) and are subject to call at any time.  These officers are 
available either by phone, radio, or beeper.  This team will respond to any bona fide 
need the regular shift may have to put additional units, marked and unmarked, into 
active service.  However, some guidelines must be established to direct the off-duty 
use of Spartanburg County vehicles.  Therefore, the following procedure applies: 
 

A. Off-Duty Employment 
 

Officers who are permanently assigned a Spartanburg County vehicle may use the vehicle 
for secondary or off-duty employment.   County vehicles may be used as a means of travel 
to and from off-duty employment.  However, unless otherwise directed by a superseding 
General Order or other Special Order, county vehicles may not be used in a patrolling or 
moving capacity in relation to off-duty employment but can be used as a means of travel 
to and from off-duty employment.   Officers operating marked vehicles must wear an 
approved uniform and be fully prepared to undertake law enforcement duties of office at 
a moment’s notice.  Deputies driving an assigned vehicle off-duty shall sign on the air 
and have the vehicle police radio on at all times the vehicle is in operation. 

 
B. Vehicle Use 

 

../../client/redirect.asp?DocID=Order%20150
../../client/redirect.asp?DocID=Order%20150
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Sheriff’s Office vehicles are the sole property of the Spartanburg County Sheriff’s Office 
and Spartanburg County, and are intended for law enforcement purposes only. This 
official use does not, however, preclude incidental personal use while officers are on duty. 
  Additionally, deputies who live outside Spartanburg County may drive their assigned 
vehicle to their place of residence, but must reimburse the county for the cost of the fuel 
from the county line to their homes at a rate determined by Spartanburg County Finance. 
 The reimbursement form is available on the Sheriff’s Office Document Management 
System (DMS) and is due to finance by the fifth of the month following the use of the 
vehicle.    

 
C. Off-Duty response to calls 
 

In the event that an off-duty officer responds to a call, he or she will relinquish control 
and responsibility to the first on-duty unit arriving on the scene.  The off-duty officer 
shall render assistance to the on-duty officer if necessary.  If an officer has passengers in 
the vehicle when a call is received, the officer shall provide for the safety of the 
passengers before responding to the call. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

POLICE PURSUIT INCIDENT REPORT 

Instructions 
 

1. Department:  Enter the name of the agency involved in the pursuit and completing the report. 
 
2. Incident No.:  Enter the agency's unique number for the incident involving the pursuit. 
 
3. Pursuit date:  Enter the date on which the pursuit occurred (or began if it went past midnight). 
 
4. Officer:  Enter the name of the officer involved in the pursuit and completing the report. 
 
5. Badge No.:  Enter the badge number or other identifier of the officer in Block #4. 
 
6. Car No.:  Enter the car or unit number of the vehicle that the officer in Block #4 used in the pursuit. 
 
7. Supervisor Notified:  Enter the name of the first supervisor who was notified that a pursuit had been initiated. 
 
8. Badge No.:  Enter the badge number or other identifier of the supervisor in Block #7. 
 
9. This block reserved for use by the agency. 
 
10. Initiating agency:  Enter the name of the law enforcement agency that originally began the pursuit. 

 
11. Initiating officer:  Enter the name of the law enforcement officer who originally began the pursuit. 

 
12. Location officer became involved:  Enter the location that the officer in Block #4 became involved in the pursuit. 
 
13. Time officer became involved:  Enter the time that the officer in Block #4 became involved in the pursuit (use military time). 
 
14. Highest speed:  Enter the highest speed reached during the pursuit by the officer in Block #4. 
 
15. Location officer terminated:  Enter the location that the officer in Block #4 terminated involvement in the pursuit. 
 
16. Time officer terminated:  Enter the time that the officer in Block #4 terminated involvement in the pursuit (use military time). 
 
17. Approx. distance in pursuit (miles):  Enter the approximate distance that the officer in Block #4 was involved in the pursuit.   
      Use miles and tenths of miles. 

 

http://www.spartanburgcounty.org/govt/depts/fin/index.htm
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18. Weather:  Check the box(es) that apply to the weather at the time the officer in Block #4 became involved in the pursuit. 
 
19. Road surface:  Check the box(es) that apply to the road conditions at the time the officer in Block #4 became involved in the pursuit. 
 
20. Area:  Check the box(es) that apply to the type(s) of area that the pursuit went through during the involvement of the officer in Block #4. 

 
21. Reason pursuit initiated:  Check the box(es) that apply to the reason that the pursuit was initiated. If the officer in Block #4 is different than 

the officer in Block #11, indicate the reason(s) for which the pursuit originally began. 

 
22. Tire deflation device:  Check if a tire deflation device was used. If a tire deflation device was used, enter the type of device used 

(manufacturer and model) and the effect (for example, "2 tires punctured" or "pursued driver evaded device"). 
 
23. Reason pursuit terminated:  Check the box(es) that apply to the reason that the officer in Block #4 terminated involvement in the pursuit. 

 
24. Number of people injured:  Enter the total number of people injured as a result of the pursuit in each of the categories. 

 
25. Number of people killed:  Enter the total number of people killed as a result of the pursuit in each of the categories. 
 
26. Number of vehicles in accidents:  Enter the total number of vehicles involved in accidents as a result of the pursuit in each of the categories. 

 
27. No. of people in pursued vehicle:  Enter the total number of people in the pursued vehicle at the time that the officer in Block #4 became 

involved in the pursuit 
 
28. Number of people arrested:  Enter the total number of people arrested as a result of the pursuit, even if the charges were not directly related 

to the pursuit (e.g. a passenger in the vehicle had an outstanding warrant which was discovered after the pursuit). 
 
29. List charges for driver:  List all of the offenses with which the driver was charged. 
 
30. Signature:  Signature of the officer in Block #4. 
 
31. Date:  Enter the date that the report was completed. 
 
32. Reviewed by:  This block can be initialed or signed by a supervisor after reviewing the report. 
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1. Department 

 
 

2. Incident No. 3. Pursuit date 

4. Officer 
 
 

5. Badge No. 6. Car No. 

7. Supervisor notified 
 
 

8. Badge No. 9. 

10. Initialing agency 
 
 

11. Initiating officer 

12. Location officer became involved 
 
 

13. Time officer became, 
involved 

14. Highest speed 

15. Location officer terminated 
 
 

16. Time officer terminated 17. Approx. distance in 
pursuit (miles) 

18. Weather 
 

 clear            Rain                Snow                   Other ___________________________________________________ 

19. Road surface 
 

 Dry              Wet                 Ice or snow         Other ___________________________________________________ 

20. Area 
 

 Residential            Commercial             Highway                      Rural 

21. Reason pursuit initiated 
 

 Traffic violation (describe) _________________________________________________________________   DWI 
 

 Warrant (describe) ______________________________________________________________________    Stolen 
Car 

 Assisting other agency (name 
 Suspected criminal involvement (describe) 

 Other 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

22. Tire Deflation Device 
 

 Tire deflation device used              Type _______________________________  Effect 
_____________________________ 

23. Reason pursuit terminated 
 

 Pursued voluntarily stopped/surrendered                         Pursued stopped in accident 
 Pursued voluntarily stopped/attempted flight on foot        Pursued escaped in vehicle 

 Apprehended                                                Officer decision 
 Escaped                                                        Officer vehicle in accident 

 Pursued forced to stop/vehicle disabled                           Supervisor decision 
 Other (describe) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

24. Number of people injured 
 

25. Number of people killed 

________# Pursued vehicle    ___________# Police 
vehicles 

____________# Pursued vehicle  __________# Police 
vehicles 

 
 

________ # Third party vehicles __________# Pedestrians 

 
 

___________# Third party vehicles ________ # Pedestrians 

26. Number of vehicles in accidents 27. No. of people in pursuit 28. Number of people 
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 vehicle arrested 
_________Pursued vehicle   ____________# Police 

vehicles 
 
 

  

_________Third party vehicles   

29. List charges for driver: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

30.  Signature 
 
 

31. Date 32. Reviewed by 

(DCJ 10/2001) 

 


